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Last year, the MVTA conducted a

study regarding the transit needs for

northern Scott County.  This study re-

sulted in recommendations for local

Shakopee service and included input

from the public, stakeholders, drivers,

transit-dependent populations and

other available resources.

MVTA will implement the first of

these recommendations effective May

21 with the inplementation of Routes

497 and 499, replacing Route 496.

Changes include:

• A more efficient routing that

eliminates loops resulting in more di-

rect travel time.  

• Low/no ridership segments have

been revised.

• Longer span of service, includ-

ing later evening trips.  

• Trips adjusted to accommodate

business hours.

• Select trips serve Southbridge

Crossings Park & Ride; more transfer

opportunities at Marschall Road Tran-

sit Station.

• New destinations:  Dean Lakes

and bi-directional access to downtown

Shakopee.

Routes 497, 499 to provide local Shakopee service

Construction to begin soon at Online

Cedar Grove Transit Station 
Community leaders from around the region broke ground Thursday on a project

aimed at improving public transit service in the south metro. Metro Transit will be con-

structing a new skyway-connected passenger platform at the Cedar Grove Transit Station

that will improve service in the Highway 77/Cedar Avenue corridor.

The project will construct the new platform in the center of the highway, so METRO

Red Line buses and express buses can stop at the station without leaving the highway,

saving several minutes of travel time. 

“This new feature at Cedar Grove will make this important transit connection more

reliable and improve options for people living and working in this corridor,” said Metro-

politan Council Chair Adam Duininck. “Connections like this give residents access to the

entire regional transit system, something we know is a critical aspect to the prosperity of

the region. We need to continue to invest in our transit system so we can provide reliable

service everywhere in the region.”

Duininck was joined in marking the event by Eagan Mayor Mike Maguire, Dakota

County Board Chair Nancy Schouweiler, Hennepin County Commissioner Peter

McLaughlin representing the Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB), and Dakota

County Commissioner Jon Ulrich who chairs the Minnesota Valley Transit Authority. 

The Highway 77/Cedar Avenue corridor is one of the busiest roads in the state –

each day, about 90,000 motorists cross the Minnesota River on the road. The Cedar

Grove Transit Station is one of five stops on the METRO Red Line, and is a key connec-

tion point for express and local bus routes in the area. 

The station improvements project is a collaboration between the Metropolitan Coun-

cil/Metro Transit and the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Dakota Regional

Railroad Authority, City of Eagan, Counties Transit Improvement Board, and Minnesota

Valley Transit Authority. 



Construction projects are taking place throughout the MVTA cities as well as the Twin

Cities.  For the latest information about detours and road closures on MVTA bus routes, riders

are encouraged to sign-up for route-specific alerts at www.mvta.com. Given that some de-

tours take place with short notice, this is the best location to keep current with the latest infor-

mation.

Driver Assist System (DAS) being deployed on 11 Additional

Express Buses
Driver assist technology is currently being installed on 11 Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA) Express Buses

that operate along Cedar Avenue (TH 77).  

This implementation is a result of the MVTA winning a nearly $1.8 million Innovative Safety, Resiliency, and All-

Hazards Emergency Response and Recovery (SRER) grant from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  The grant was

announced in 2015.  The MVTA awarded a contract to MTS Systems of Eden Prairie to execute the implementation of the

Driver Assist System (DAS) technology on the 11 buses.  Additionally, Athey Creek of Minneapolis and the University of

South Florida National Bus Rapid Transit Institute (SRF/NBRTI) will conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the program

in an effort to have other transit agencies across the country implement the system.

The DAS, developed by the University of Minnesota, provides lane keeping information, lane departure warnings,

and collision avoidance advisories to operators guiding their buses on the shoulders (BOS) of the Cedar Avenue Corridor

in congested areas.  The buses using the second generation of this technology will operate both morning and evening ex-

press service between the southern metro suburbs and downtown Minneapolis.  MVTA is also bringing its existing fleet of

10 buses (funded by the Urban

Partnership Agreement (UPA) in

2010, to this same level of technol-

ogy, giving the MVTA a total fleet

of 21 DAS-equipped buses.

The MVTA buses will be

equipped with GPS-based technol-

ogy to improve safety and bus serv-

ice within narrow shoulder lanes

along highly congested corridors in

the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. The

technology provides information to

bus operators in various weather

and road conditions.

MTS has completed the second

generation DAS system design, and

is currently manufacturing or

procuring the necessary parts to be

installed on the buses.  The 11 new

buses will be equipped with the technology by August 1.

MVTA’s bus operator, Schmitty and Sons Transit, is also be a key partner in the DAS effort, and bus operators will be

interviewed before and after deployment on the technology, to document use and success of the system.

“This is a very exciting project,” said MVTA Project Manager Robin Selvig.  “So many are talking about ‘driverless

cars’ and here we are deploying the same technology – and more – on a transit bus.  We believe that there are great bene-

fits of the system, including collision avoidance, both for transit riders, motorists and the transit operators themselves,”

she said.  

Construction Projects Affect MVTA Riders

Technicians are currently installing Driver Assist System technology on 11 MVTA express buses.  When
the installation is complete, the technology will assist bus operators stay centered in the shoulders as well
as provide collision avoidance and other safety factors.



Burnsville High School Students Create Bus Panels
varez and Burton Kegan).

The students received a cer-

tificate of award and a $25

gift certificate to Best Buy

for their efforts.  

A number of students re-

ceived honorable mentions

for their efforts and all pan-

els are currently displayed

on MVTA buses.  

As part of their class,

students were to complete a

project using graphic design

software, along with a vari-

ety of graphics and images.

The MVTA had the panels

printed and dry mounted by

Cornerstone Copy Center,

for display on the interior of

MVTA buses.  Students were also

given a copy of their final product.  

Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth

Kautz and Beyond the Yellow Rib-

bon Foundation President Mike

Huddleston participated in the pres-

entation of the panels to the stu-

dents.  “We appreciate the

opportunity to partner with

Burnsville High School,” said

Mayor Kautz.  

Huddleston added, “The stu-

dents are so creative and we wel-

come this opportunity to help spread

the good word about our Founda-

tion.”

“Each year, the students show

greater technical skill and sophisti-

cation in using

graphic tools

and techniques

to complete

their projects,”

said program

coordinator

Robin Selvig,

MVTA Cus-

tomer Service

Manager. “We

enjoy having

these panels on

our buses and

Students enrolled in Burnsville

High School’s business elective,  In-
teractive Design, have produced in-

terior panels for display in local and

express Minnesota Valley Transit

Authority (MVTA) buses.  The pan-

els focus on themes involving

school spirit, transit and in coopera-

tion with the City of Burnsville, Be-

yond the Yellow Ribbon.

The goal of “Beyond the Yellow

Ribbon” is to create a statewide net-

work of volunteers, agencies, organ-

izations and services that can

provide military families with assis-

tance and support at a moment’s no-

tice. Individual Yellow Ribbon cities

are tasked with developing and

maintaining that network within

their communities.

The students’ “school spirit” and

“transit” artwork was reviewed by

the MVTA and winning entries were

selected in the two categories.  The

“Beyond the Yellow Ribbon” win-

ning entries were selected by the

Mike Huddleston, Mayor Elizabeth

Kautz and Beyond the Yellow Rib-

bon Foundation.  

Winners were:  School Spirit –

Sophomore Jared Hruby of Savage

(son of Scott and Terry Hruby);

Transit – Senior Jeremy Colegrove

of Burnsville (son of Suanne and

Jeff Colegrove); and Beyond the Yel-
low Ribbon – Junior Osiris Kegan

of Burnsville (son of Abigail Al-

Bike Lockers Available at

Select MVTA Facilities
Spring is here and summer is

just around the corner, so many bike

riders are taking to the road.  Transit

riders are reminded that all buses

contain two bike racks. Riders

should plan ahead in case both racks

are full when trying to board.  

Further, the MVTA also has

bike lockers at many of its transit

facilities. Lockers rent for $5 per

month, with a two-month minimum.

There is also a $25 damage deposit.  

Call 952/882-7500 for details

about locker availability.

hope it is fun for the students to re-

ceive life-size copies of their bus

panels.  We invite the students and

their families to ride the buses to see

their work.”  

This project is part of a strategic

partnership between the MVTA and

area schools.  Other area high

schools interested in participating in

this program are invited to contact

the MVTA.  Cornerstone Copy Cen-

ter also participates by producing

the panels for a reduced price.

From left:  Jared Hruby (School Spirit), Mike Huddleston (displaying the Be-
yond the Yellow Ribbon winner for Osiris Kegan) and Jeremy Colegrove
(Transit)



Reduced Service Operates

Fridays, May 27 - September

2, on Routes 460, 465, 475,

477, 480
Due to decreased ridership on

Fridays during the summer months,

the MVTA is reducing service on

Fridays between May 27 and Sept. 2

on five routes:  Routes 460, 465,

475, 477 and 480.  Bus assignments

may also be adjusted to best fit ca-

pacity to ridership needs.  Specific

trip changes are as follows:

Route 460

Delete Northbound trips depart-

ing Burnsville Transit Station at

6:44a, 7:09a, 7:21a, 7:28a, and

7:53a. 

Shift Northbound trips departing

Burnsville Transit Station from

6:37a to 6:40a, and 6:52a to 6:50a.

Delete Southbound trips depart-

ing Gateway at 3:49p, 4:11p, 4:27p,

and 5:10p. 

Shift Southbound trips departing

Gateway Ramp from 3:42p to

3:45p; 3:55p to 3:53p, 3:59p to

3:57p; 4:16p to 4:15p; 5:01p to

5:03p; 5:05p to 5:09p; 5:18p to

5:15p.

Route 465:

Delete Northbound trips de-

parting Burnsville Transit Station

at 6:15a, 7:45a, 8:45a and 9:15a.

Delete Southbound trips de-

parting Oak & 4th at 4:59p, and

5:44p. 

Shift Southbound trips departing

Oak & 4th from 3:59p to 4:04p and

4:29p to 4:24p.

Route 475:

Delete Northbound trip depart-

ing AVTS at 8:23a.

Route 477:

Delete Northbound trip depart-

ing Apple Valley Transit Station at

7:07a and delete Northbound trip

departing Lakeville Cedar at 6:23a.

Modify Northbound trip depart-

ing AVTS at 6:27a to begin at

Lakeville Cedar at 6:16a.

Move Northbound trip departing

Lakeville Cedar at 6:53a to 6:57a.

Delete Southbound trips depart-

ing Gateway Ramp at 4:02p, 4:17p,

4:26p, and 5:04p.

Shift Southbound trip departing

Gateway Ramp from 4:14p to 4:15p.

Add Southbound departure from

Gateway at 1:22p.

Extend Southbound trip depart-

ing Gateway Ramp 4:58p to termi-

nate at Lakeville Cedar at 5:58p.

Route 480:

Delete Southbound trip depart-

ing St. Paul Union Depot at 3:35p.

Weekend Service to Operate

on Upcoming Holidays
MVTA will operate

Weekend Service on

Memorial Day (Monday,

May 30) and Independ-

ence Day (Monday, July

4). Only Routes 440,

444, 445 and the

METRO Red Line will operate on

these holidays.

MVTA Implements Lan-

guage Line to Assist Non-

English-Speaking Riders
The MVTA is currently in-

stalling a “Language Line” to assist

Non-English-Speaking riders obtain

accurate transit information.  Instal-

lation should be complete by mid-

May.

Riders will continue to call the

MVTA at 952-882-7500.  If transla-

tion services are needed, the rider

should indicate the necessary lan-

gauge to the MVTA operator.

MVTA will then add an expert in

that language onto the line and to-

gether will address the customer’s

questions.

Given the diversity of the

MVTA communities, we believe

this is a valuable addition to our

service.

Need Support with Wi-Fi on

Buses?
Send a note to the MVTA

(mvta@mvta.com) with the number

of the bus, the date and time of the

connection problem, the location of

the connection problem (i.e., Prior

Lake, downtown Minneapolis, Gate-

way Ramp, etc.) and any error mes-

sages received.  We will investigate

and repair as quickly as possible.

‘Like’ us on Facebook,

Follow us on Twitter
Want more information about

the MVTA and our bus routes?

“Like” us on Facebook (Minnesota

Valley Transit Authority) or “Fol-

low” us on Twitter (@MVTAtran-

sit). 

News & Notes

News that Travels is published at least four

times per year by the MVTA, Luther Wynder,

Executive Director; Robin Selvig, Editor.

For more information contact the MVTA at

100 East Highway 13, Burnsville, MN

55337 or call (952) 882-7500.  Web-site:

mvta.com; E-mail:  mvta@mvta.com.

MVTA Board Members are:  Jon Ulrich (Scott

County Commissioner and MVTA Chair); Bill

Droste (Rosemount Mayor and MVTA Vice

Chair); Clint Hooppaw (Apple Valley Coun-

cilmember and MVTA Secretary/Treasurer);

Suzanne Nguyen (Burnsville City Coun-

cilmember); Chris Gerlach (Dakota County

Commissioner); Gary Hansen (Eagan Coun-

cilmember); Mike McGuire (Prior Lake

Councilmember); Jane Victorey (Savage

Councilmember); and Michael Luce

(Shakopee Councilor).


