




































































News That Travels
Vol. 20, No. 1 News and Information for Riders on the MVTA Spring 2011

Details about March changes are

also available at www.mvta.com and

riders are reminded that they can

check schedules via their smartphones

using m.mvta.com.  Also “like” the

Minnesota Valley Transit Authority on

Facebook to get quick updates or

notes about MVTA service.  Be sure

to pick up new pocket schedules,

available on buses and at Transit Sta-

tions in late February.

All MVTA Routes

• Riders may notice changes in vehi-

cle assignments, which are being im-

plemented based on ridership patterns

and pending upcoming detours regard-

ing Central Corridor construction on

the U of M campus and Cedar Avenue

construction.

• Buses will operate a regular week-

day schedule on Good Friday, April

22 (no modified service that day).  

Route 420

• Map clarifies that Health Partners is

in the service area.

Route 444

• Added northbound trips (bypassing

Burnsville Center) departing Savage

P&R at 9:06, 10:06, and 11:06 a.m.

• Added southbound trips (also by-

passing Burnsville Center) departing

MOA at 10:05 and 11:05 a.m.

• Trip start, end and running times ad-

justed throughout schedule.

Route 445

• Terminal letters are updated on the

first three and last four westbound

trips and remove terminal letters on

all eastbound trips.

Route 446

• Updates to connection notes are

related to Route 470 schedule

changes.

• Update to map clarifies that Hwy

13 is used for a short distance be-

tween Pilot Knob Road and Hwy

55.

Route 460

• All northbound trips will terminate

in downtown Minneapolis.  “460U”
trip designation is no longer used.
(Adjustments have also been made
to Route 465 schedule.)

• Route 460 northbound trips eliminated

at 6:32, 7:12, and 7:44 a.m. due to low

customer demand.

• Route 460 southbound trips elimi-

nated at 3:31, 4:44, and 5:06 p.m. due

to low customer demand.

• Trip start times adjusted throughout

schedule.

Route 465

• Northbound trip at 8:35 a.m. moved to

8:36 a.m. and travels from Burnsville

Transit Station (BTS) to U of M via

South Bloomington Transit Center

(SBTC), skipping downtown Min-

neapolis.

• Northbound trip at 8:35 a.m. moved to

8:38 a.m. and travels from AVTS to

(Continued on Page 2)

Adjustments to Routes 460, 465, 470, 477, 480, 484,

489 Begin March 5; Additional Trips on Route 444



BTS to U of M via SBTC, skipping

downtown Minneapolis.

• Northbound trip added departing

BTS 8:16 a.m. and bypassing SBTC

and downtown Minneapolis.

• Southbound trip at 2:11 p.m. moved

to 2:13 p.m. and bypasses downtown

Minneapolis; southbound trip at 3:06

p.m. moved to 3:14 p.m. and bypasses

downtown Minneapolis.  Both trips

serve SBTC, BTS and AVTS.

• Trip starting and ending times, along

with running times adjusted through-

out schedule.  The amount of time

buses spend at BTS and SBTC has

been reduced.

• Connections will improve for trips

that start on one side of the river and

end on the other.

• Connections for trips that both start

and end south of the river have not

been preserved with the schedule

changes for route 465 and 444.

Route 470

• Route 470 northbound trip elimi-

nated at 6:53 a.m. due to low cus-

tomer demand.

• Route 470 southbound trip elimi-

nated at 3:54 p.m. due to low cus-

tomer demand.

• These northbound trips will be ad-

justed: 

- 6:25 to 6:29 a.m.

- 6:48 to 6:50 a.m.

- 6:52 to 7:01 a.m.

- 7:18 to 7:19 a.m.

- 7:30 to 7:27 a.m.

- 8:08 to 8:11 a.m.

• These southbound trips will be ad-

justed: 

- 4:01 to 3:58 p.m.

- 4:15 to 4:13 p.m.

• Running times will be adjusted

throughout the schedule.

• Route 470 to Route 446 connection

times will be updated.

Route 477

• Route 477 northbound trip elimi-

nated at 6:06 a.m. due to low cus-

tomer demand.

• Route 477 southbound trip elimi-

nated at 5:10 p.m. due to low cus-

tomer demand.

• Northbound trips to be adjusted

(starting locations may also change): 

- 5:27 to 5:32 a.m.

- 6:00 to 5:51 a.m. departing

Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride 

- 5:51 to 5:55 a.m.

- 6:36 to 6:23 a.m. departing

Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride 

- 6:28 to 6:27 a.m.

- 6:33 to 6:44 a.m. departing

Apple Valley Transit Station

- 7:05 to 7:16 a.m. departing

Apple Valley Transit Station 

- 7:03 to 6:52 a.m. departing

Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride

- 7:20 to 7:21 a.m.

• Southbound trips to be adjusted: 

- 3:24 to 3:16 p.m. terminating

at Apple Valley Transit Station 

- 3:37 p.m. continues to

Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride 

- 3:58 to 3:57 p.m.

- 4:18 to 4:17 p.m.

- 4:27 to 4:28 terminating at

Apple Valley Transit Station

- 4:32 to 4:35 p.m. and contin-

ues to Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride

- 4:39 to 4:44 p.m.

- 4:47 to 4:52 p.m.

- 4:55 to 4:58 p.m.

- 5:01 to 5:04 p.m. and continues to

Lakeville Cedar Park & Ride

- 5:05 to 5:11 p.m. 

- 5:17 to 5:19 p.m.

Routes 480/484/489

Due to construction related to the

Lafayette Bridge, the layover location

for these routes and some bus stops will

change.  

Northbound Bus Stops:
- The East End Layover will move

to Kellogg Blvd. and will be a public

stop.

- Bus stops will remain the same

along 5th St. until the turn onto Broad-

way.

- Bus stop added at Broadway &

5th/4th (Farmer’s market area).

- Bus stops will be eliminated at 5th

& Broadway, 5th & John and 5th &

Kittson.

Southbound Bus Stops:
- Kellogg Layover

- Kellogg at Broadway

- Broadway at 4th St. (across from

Farmer’s Market)

- Broadway at 5th St.

- Bus stops will remain the same

from 6th St. onward.

Changes to Route 444, 460, 465, 470, 477, 480, 484, 489;

pick up new schedules (continued from page 1)



The MVTA buses are among the

safest vehicles operating on the

streets and highways of the Twin

Cities.  How do we know?  MVTA’s

fleet of 118 buses all passed their

annual inspections by the Minnesota

Department of Transportation

(MnDOT) with zero deficiencies.

“This is the second straight year the

MVTA fleet has had zero deficien-

cies,” said Fleet Maintenance Man-

ager Glenn Boden.  “It is a

remarkable accomplishment.”

“In order to pass inspection, all

systems have to be operating as

manufactured,” Boden said, “and we

don’t know from year-to-year what

they will inspect.”  He added, “It is

possible to pass inspection with a

minor deficiency (such as a burned-

out light), but to pass with no defi-

ciencies for two years in a row

reflects really well on the quality of

work done by our maintenance staff

at Schmitty and Sons, MVTA’s serv-

ice provider.”

This milestone can be measured

in other ways.  In 2010, MVTA re-

ceived the APTA Gold Award for

Safety, and in the past three years,

MVTA has operated with no missed

trips due to fleet issues, while oper-

ating some 3.75 million miles annu-

ally.

“We are very proud of our

safety record,” said MVTA Execu-

tive Director Beverley Miller.  “The

MVTA has set high standards for

operations and we continually ex-

ceed them.  Our riders should know

that they are riding the safest buses

we can operate.”

Connie Massengale, MVTA

Project Manager for Schmitty and

Sons said, “MVTA buses are in-

spected by Minnesota State Patrol,

commercial vehicle department,

once a year for ADA Compliance,

bus registration and insurance com-

pliance.”  She said, “The inspection

includes a visual walk through

checking for defects and vehicles

are either approved for service if

everything is in compliance, or the

bus is “downed” if there is some-

thing wrong.  The inspection is ei-

ther a pass or fail.”  Vehicles can be

spot checked by inspectors at any

time, so vehicles are kept to inspec-

tion standards at all times, she

noted.  

Tony Carlisle

MVTA Fleet Passes DOT Inspection with Flying Colors

Help spread the word!  New bus

service is now available from

Burnsville’s Heart of the City (HOC)

Park & Ride to employers in Eden

Prairie.  MVTA area residents can take

Route 426 or 444 (exiting on Nicollet

Avenue) to connect to SouthWest

Transit Route 634 at the Heart of the

City Park & Ride.

Route 634 picks up at Heart of the

City at 6:50 a.m. and travels to Cigna

(Corporate Office, 11095 Viking Dr.),

Lifetouch (11000 Viking Dr.), Super-

Valu Eastview (7075 Flying Cloud

Dr. ) and SuperValu Valley View

(11840 Valley View Rd.).  Buses reach

SuperValu Valley View at 7:30 a.m.

Buses return from SuperValu Val-

ley View at 4:30 p.m., arriving at the

Heart of the City at 5:15 after pick-

ing up at SuperValu Eastview,

Cigna and Lifetouch.

This is an opportunity for area

residents to avoid driving in the

snow and ice.  It will also save

wear-and-tear on your car (not to

mention saving the cost of gas for

commuting 130+ miles per week!)

The fare is $2.25 each way

(Local Peak fare).  If riding an

MVTA bus to connect at HOC, sim-

ply ask for a transfer and use the

transfer to pay the fare on Route

634.

Tell your friends and neighbors

that there is a new bus service in

town!

Ride Southwest Transit Route 634 from

Burnsville’s Heart of the City to Eden Prairie



News that Travels is published by the MVTA,

Beverley Miller, Executive Director; Robin

Selvig, Editor.

For more information contact the MVTA at

100 East Highway 13, Burnsville, MN

55337 or call (952) 882-7500.  Web-site:

mvta.com; E-mail:  mvta@mvta.com.

MVTA Board Members are:  Will Branning

(Dakota County Commissioner and MVTA

Chair); Gary Hansen (Eagan City Coun-

cilmember and MVTA Vice Chair); Jane Vic-

torey (Savage City Councilmember and

MVTA Treasurer); Wally Lyslo (at large rep-

resentative and MVTA Secretary), Clint

Hooppaw (Apple Valley Councilmember);

Dan Kealey (Burnsville City Councilmem-

ber); William Droste (Rosemount Mayor); Jon

Ulrich (Scott County Commissioner); and

Joseph Zanmiller (at-large alternate represen-

tative).

No Fares.  No Blarney.

MillerLite Sponsors Free

Rides on March 17
The “No Fares.  No Blarney.”

Free rides sponsored by MillerLite

will again take place on Thursday,

March 17 - St Patrick's Day.  Free

rides will be offered from 6 p.m. until

the end of the service day.  Riders on

MVTA buses will enjoy this promo-

tion.

Overflow Parking Available

at Northwest Corner of Old

AVTS Lot
When the new Apple Valley Tran-

sit Station lots are full riders can park

in the plowed areas of the old Apple

Valley Station along Gaslight Dr.

MVTA does not plow the entire lot of

the old AVTS, but cars can park in the

plowed area, which is closest to the

intersection of 155th St. & Gaslight

Dr. (NW corner of the old lot).

MVTA Board Elects Officers

for 2011, Welcomes New

Board Members
The MVTA Board of Directors

elected officers for 2011 at its organi-

zational meeting on Jan. 26. 

Will Branning, Dakota County

Commissioner for District 7, was re-

elected Chair of the MVTA Board.

Gary Hansen, Eagan City Coun-

cilmember, was re-elected Vice Chair.

Jane Victorey, Savage City Coun-

cilmember, was re-elected Treasurer;

and Wally Lyslo, At-large representa-

tive, was re-elected Secretary.

Other members of the Board in-

clude:  Burnsville Coun-

cilmember Dan Kealey;

William Droste, Mayor

of Rosemount; and Jon

Ulrich, Scott County

Commissioner.  Apple

Valley Councilmember

Clint Hooppaw was ad-

ministered the Oath of

Office as the new repre-

sentative from Apple Valley, replac-

ing Sharon LaComb.  Joseph

Zanmiller of Rosemount was ad-

ministered the Oath of Office as the

new at-large alternate commissioner,

representing MVTA bus riders.  He

succeeds Greg Lind of Savage, who

served as the at-large alternate in

2010.  

The MVTA Board also adopted

its meeting calendar for the year:

meetings will take place at 4:30 p.m.

on the fourth Wednesday of each

month at the Burnsville Bus Garage,

11550 Rupp Dr., Burnsville.  The

February meeting will be followed

by MVTA’s annual Driver-of-the-

Year ceremony.  Board agendas and

packets are posted at

www.mvta.com.

MVTA Buses Operate Regu-

lar Schedule on Presidents

Day (Feb. 21); Offices Closed 

All MVTA buses will be operat-

ing on a regular weekday schedule

on Monday, Feb. 21 (Presidents

Day).  The MVTA Offices will be

closed.

Snow Reroute Schedule

Available on Buses
Winter 2010-2011 has been

more like the winters of years gone

by, with many snowy afternoons

during the rush hour.  When such

conditions exist, the MVTA does

place extra buses in strategic posi-

tions to help recover from traffic

and road conditions.  We appreciate

our riders’ patience during this sea-

son.

Be sure to pick up a snow re-

route schedule for details regarding

MVTA service in the event of a se-

vere storm.  The information is also

available at the MVTA web-site:

www.mvta.com/Snow_Detours.html

No Parking - Fire Lane Signs

Posted at Burnsville Transit

Station
There is plenty of parking avail-

able in the Burnsville Transit Station

Parking Ramp. 

In order to

provide sufficient

space for emer-

gency vehicles to

get through the

parking lot, we

have signed areas

along end-caps

as Fire Lanes.  

These spaces

are being moni-

tored by the local

authorities and

cars parked in a

Fire Lane will be

ticketed or

towed.  Please

park only in des-

ignated parking

spots.  Thank

you for your co-

operation.

News & Notes


