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Employers in Shakopee will gain

a new source of workers from

throughout the Twin Cities, begin-

ning Saturday, Aug. 20 with the

launch of Minnesota Valley Transit

Authority (MVTA) Route 495.  This

new route, to operate seven days per

week, will provide express service

between Mall of America (Gate D),

Burnsville Transit Station (Bay D)

and Marschall Road Transit Station

in Shakopee.

Funded directly by the Min-

nesota Legislature, this is the next

iteration of the Suburban Transit As-

sociation’s (STA) suburb-to-suburb

service. “Jobs and economic develop-
ment are very important to me,” said

Rep. Tony Albright (R-55B of Prior

Lake).  “This suburb-to-suburb
demonstration project has the poten-
tial to serve many employers in
Shakopee and provide access to thou-
sands of jobs in the area.  I am proud
to have authored the bill in the House
and am excited to follow the results
of Route 495.” 

The service plan includes 39 trips

(18 southbound and 21 northbound)

operating seven days per week, be-

tween about 4 a.m. and midnight.

“MVTA has worked closely with sev-
eral employers in Shakopee to create
this service schedule,” said MVTA

Executive Director Luther Wynder.

“Many of Shakopee’s businesses op-
erate six or seven days a week, with
10 or 12 hour shifts.  Route 495 was
designed to meet employee shift
times, providing access to jobs and

New Suburb-to-Suburb Route 495 Serves Mall of

America, Burnsville, Shakopee 7 Days per Week

contributing to the economic devel-
opment of this ever-growing com-
munity,” he said.  “Further,”

Wynder added, “Route 495 pro-
vides an impactful new transit op-
tion for Scott County residents with
daily access to Burnsville Transit
Station and Mall of America and
connecting access throughout the
Twin Cities for work, entertain-
ment, events, and the MSP Air-
port.”

An express fare ($3 per trip

during peak hours of about 6-9 a.m.

and 3-6:30 p.m. or $2.25 per trip

during off-peak times) will be

charged on this route.  Transfers are

available to other routes.  All buses

are be equipped with regional fare

equipment and will accept Go-To

cards, Metropasses, tokens, Stored

Value cards and cash.  Change is

not available.

“I have been a long-time sup-
porter of our suburban transit
providers,” said Sen. Jim Carlson

(D-51 of Eagan & Burnsville).

“Providing a ride from Mall of
America and Burnsville to
Shakopee, increases opportunities
for commuters from Dakota County
and throughout the Twin Cities.  It
is an excellent way for us to grow
transit while serving the significant
number of unmet employer and em-
ployee needs along the route.”

Pocket schedules are available

on buses, at transit stations or by

calling MVTA at (952)882-7500.



MVTA Announces  Service Changes Effective Aug. 20
Changes will be made to some

MVTA schedules effective Saturday,

Aug. 20, 2016.  Be sure to pick up

new schedules on buses or at transit

stations.  Or, call MVTA at 952-

882-7500 to have schedules mailed

to you.

Downtown Minneapolis

All MVTA routes serving down-

town Minneapolis (460, 464, 465,

470, 472, 475, 476, 477, 478, 479,

490, 492, 493) will be adjusted to

better reflect travel time along Mar-

quette Avenue.

Route 442

Routing at Burnsville Center will

change to use Burnhaven instead of

Buck Hill Rd.  Timing ad-

justments will be made to

reflect the new routing.

Route 475

Northbound trip depart-

ing AVTS at 4:49 p.m. will

depart at 5:00 p.m.

Routes 480/484/489

Northbound stop at 5th

& West 7th in St. Paul is drop-off by re-
quest only. This has been in effect since

February and will now be reflected in

schedule information.

Route 491

Routing and time-

points will change on

two trips to provide flag

stops in Savage and

Burnsville.

Route 492

Routing will change

to use County Rd 42

and provide for limited

flag stop service

Route 497

Time adjustments will be made.  

State Fair 2016 Service from BTS, ETS, MRTS
Minnesota Valley Transit Au-

thority (MVTA) will be providing

“Pronto Bus” service to the Great

Minnesota Get Together again in

2016.  The Fair operates from Aug.

25 through Sept. 5.  Service will op-

erate daily from Burnsville and

Eagan Transit Stations and on Satur-

days, Sundays and Labor Day from

Marschall Road Transit Station in

Shakopee.

Burnsville Transit Station (BTS)

Weekday service (Monday

through Friday, except Labor Day),

will depart Burnsville Transit Sta-

tion (100 Highway 13 E.,

Burnsville) hourly from 8 a.m. to 7

p.m.  Buses will return on the hour

from 12 noon to 12 midnight.

Weekend service (Saturdays,

Sundays and Labor Day), will de-

part Burnsville Transit Station every

30 minutes (on the hour and the

half-hour) from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Buses will return every 30 minutes

(on the hour and the half-hour) from

12 noon to 12 midnight.

Eagan Transit Station (ETS)

Weekday service (Monday

through Friday, except Labor Day),

will depart Eagan Transit Station (3470

Pilot Knob Road, Eagan) hourly from 10

a.m. to 7 p.m.  Buses will return on the

hour from 12 noon to 12 midnight.

MVTA encourages riders to use Eagan

Transit Station on weekdays, due to the

number of commuters parking at

Burnsville Transit Station.

Weekend service (Saturdays, Sun-

days and Labor Day), will depart Eagan

Transit Station every 30 minutes (on the

hour and the half-hour) from 8 a.m. to 7

p.m.  Buses will return every 30 minutes

(on the hour and the half-hour) from 12

noon to 12 midnight.

Marschall Road Transit Station

(MRTS)

Weekend service (Saturdays, Sun-

days and Labor Day), will depart

Marschall Road Transit Station hourly

from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Buses will return

hourly from 12

noon to 12 mid-

night.

No weekday

service (except

Labor Day) from

Marschall Road

Transit Station,

1615 Weston

Court, Shakopee.

The fare is $5 cash, round trip.

Riders may purchase discounted Bus

Bargain tickets through Aug. 24 via

the MVTA (www.mvta.com) or Metro

Transit (www.metrotransit.org) web-

sites.  Advance-purchase discounted

individual tickets are $4.50; dis-

counted “Group” passes (4 tickets) are

available for $15.00 and 2-person

tickets are available for $9. Tickets

will be sold for the $5 fare per person

beginning Aug. 25 through the end of

the Fair.

When paying with cash, exact

fare is required.  State Fair Express

Buses do not accept Metropasses, U-

passes, Go-To or Stored-Value cards

or other discounted fares.  Neither

fareboxes nor drivers make change.



Best Wishes to Barb Selge!
MVTA’s most senior driver,

Barb Selge, retired on July 29.  On

behalf of the MVTA and our riders,

we offer her best wishes.

Most re-

cently, she drove

Route 446, but

over her 17-year

career at MVTA,

she has driven

nearly all routes.

She was

MVTA’s 2010

Operator of the Year, and was a fa-

vorite among MVTA Customers.

MVTA to begin Rider-of-the-Quarter Promotion, Oct. 1
The MVTA is pleased to an-

nounce a new program to honor ex-

traordinary passengers who have

gone above and beyond the call of

courtesy while riding with Min-

nesota Valley Transit.

The Rider of the Quarter pro-

gram will begin Oct. 1, 2016 and

will honor a passenger on a quar-

terly basis.  Passengers can be nomi-

nated by other riders or by drivers.

Examples include:  

• A rider consistently serves as a

“bus buddy” for other riders unfa-

miliar with the service,

• A rider has provided extraordi-

nary assistance to a driver of a bus,

• A  rider regularly recruits other

riders to use the service,

• A rider has been using the serv-

ice for many years,

• A rider has performed some

other exceptional/extraordinary

service while riding the MVTA.

To nominate a Rider of the

Quarter, please submit the following

information:

• Rider’s full name

• Rider’s contact information

(email and telephone)

• Nominator’s name

• Nominator’s contact info

• Bus Route of Nominee

• Reason(s) for nomination

Nomination forms are also available

on the MVTA website.  Nominations

should be submitted to via email to

MVTA@mvta.com.

Winners will be given a Visa Gift

Card that can be used to purchase a tran-

sit pass or other item(s).

Riders of the Quarter will have

their photo taken to be featured on the

MVTA website (www.mvta.com) and

in the News That Travels newsletter.  

The individual who nominates the

winning rider will also receive MVTA

promotional items.

Burnsville Transit Station

Eagan Transit Station

Planning Beginning for Stuff the Bus Campaign
The MVTA will be sponsoring an-

other activity during the 2016 Holiday

Season:  Stuff the Bus!

MVTA will be looking

for participation by riders

and others, as we work to

meet the needs of local

food shelves during the

holiday season.  MVTA

will be collecting food-

stuffs at Transit Stations and on buses

(watch for specific dates) in mid- to late-

November. 

Our goal will be to STUFF one

or more buses with these food items

and deliver them to the

360 Communities (for-

merly Community Action

Council), who operates

food banks in Apple Val-

ley, Burnsville, Farming-

ton, Lakeville and

Rosemount.

MVTA will also be partnering

with our transit provider, Schmitty

and Sons Transit, to coordinate the

transportation and delivery of the

food.

Watch for more information in

the next News That Travels or on

the MVTA website at

www.mvta.com regarding the time

of the Stuff the Bus! promotion. 



Reduced Service Operates

Fridays  through September

2, on Routes 460, 465, 475,

477, 480
Due to decreased ridership on

Fridays during the summer months,

the MVTA is reducing service on

Fridays through Sept. 2 on five

routes:  Routes 460, 465, 475, 477

and 480.  Bus assignments may also

be adjusted to best fit capacity to

ridership needs.  Specific trip

changes are as follows:

Route 460

Delete Northbound trips depart-

ing Burnsville Transit Station at

6:44a, 7:09a, 7:21a, 7:28a, and

7:53a. 

Shift Northbound trips departing

Burnsville Transit Station from

6:37a to 6:40a, and 6:52a to 6:50a.

Delete Southbound trips depart-

ing Gateway at 3:49p, 4:11p, 4:27p,

and 5:10p. 

Shift Southbound trips departing

Gateway Ramp from 3:42p to

3:45p; 3:55p to 3:53p, 3:59p to

3:57p; 4:16p to 4:15p; 5:01p to

5:03p; 5:05p to 5:09p; 5:18p to

5:15p.

Route 465:

Delete Northbound trips depart-

ing Burnsville Transit Station at

6:15a, 7:45a, 8:45a and 9:15a.

Delete Southbound trips depart-

ing Oak & 4th at 4:14p, 4:59p, and

5:44p. 

Shift Southbound trips departing

Oak & 4th from 3:59p to 4:04p and

4:29p to 4:24p.

Route 475:

Delete Northbound trip depart-

ing AVTS at 8:23a.

Route 477:

Delete Northbound trip depart-

ing Apple Valley Transit Station at

7:07a and delete Northbound trip

departing Lakeville Cedar at 6:23a.

Modify Northbound trip depart-

ing AVTS at 6:27a to begin at

Lakeville Cedar at 6:16a.

Move Northbound trip departing

Lakeville Cedar at 6:53a to 6:57a.

Delete Southbound trips depart-

ing Gateway Ramp at 4:02p, 4:17p,

4:26p, and 5:04p.

Shift Southbound trip departing

Gateway Ramp from 4:14p to 4:15p.

Add Southbound departure from

Gateway at 1:22p.

Extend Southbound trip depart-

ing Gateway Ramp 4:58p to termi-

nate at Lakeville Cedar at 5:58p.

Route 480:

Delete Southbound trip depart-

ing St. Paul Union Depot at 3:35p.

Weekend Service to Operate

on Labor Day (Sept. 5)
MVTA will operate Weekend

Service on Labor Day (Monday,

Sept. 5). Routes 440, 444, 445, 495

and the METRO Red Line will op-

erate on these holidays.

Lost and Found Now Lo-

cated at Burnsville Transit

Station
MVTA has recently updated its

Lost & Found policy.  If an item has

been lost on the bus, please contact

MVTA Customer Service at 952-

882-7500.  

Items are typically delivered to

MVTA the day following when they

were found on the bus.  Items will

be kept for 14 days and will be

available for pick-up from the

Burnsville Transit Station during

business hours: Monday – Friday,

8:00 am – 4:30 pm.  

Please Use Restrooms 

Responsibly
Restrooms are provided at some

MVTA transit facilities as a conven-

ience for our riders.  However, mis-

use of restrooms in some locations

has resulted in increased cleaning

and repair expenses, and, therefore,

doors have been locked. 

We apologize for the inconven-

ience.

MVTA Wi-Fi
One of the added perks to riding

MVTA is free Wi-Fi for riders! De-

vices may detect multiple networks,

so be sure to connect to “MVTA

Public Wi-Fi.” Then, enter your in-

formation and accept the Terms and

Conditions.  MVTA has been work-

ing hard to improve the reliability of

the Wi-Fi on our buses.

Problems connecting to wi-fi?

Please include the bus number, date,

time, and details of the problem

when reporting the issue to MVTA

by sending an email to

mvta@mvta.com.  Thank you!

News & Notes

News that Travels is published at least four

times per year by the MVTA, Luther Wynder,

Executive Director; Robin Selvig, Editor.

For more information contact the MVTA at

100 East Highway 13, Burnsville, MN

55337 or call (952) 882-7500.  Web-site:

mvta.com; E-mail:  mvta@mvta.com.

MVTA Board Members are:  Jon Ulrich (Scott

County Commissioner and MVTA Chair); Bill

Droste (Rosemount Mayor and MVTA Vice

Chair); Clint Hooppaw (Apple Valley Coun-

cilmember and MVTA Secretary/Treasurer);

Dan Kealey (Burnsville City Councilmem-

ber); Chris Gerlach (Dakota County Commis-

sioner); Gary Hansen (Eagan

Councilmember); Mike McGuire (Prior Lake

Councilmember); Jane Victorey (Savage

Councilmember); and Michael Luce

(Shakopee Councilor).


